Characteristics of Living Organisms

	Characteristics
	Descriptions

	1. [image: http://www.science-art.com/gallery/58/58_1126200417216.jpg]Living things are made up of cells

	Cells are the basis structural unit of life.  All living things are composed of one or more cells. Different types of cells have different "jobs" within the organism. Each life form begins from one cell, which then will split. These cells split, and so on.

	2. Living things are highly organized
[image: http://www.duq.edu/sepa/regmed/images/cellorganbodydiagram2forweb2.png]
	Living things exhibit a high level of organization, with multi-cellular organisms being subdivided into cells, and cells into organelles, and organelles into molecules, etc

	[image: http://www.caribbeanedu.com/images/kewl/photosynthesis.gif]3. Living things require a source of energy

	Plants capture energy from the sun.  While animals cannot capture the suns energy directly, they can eat plants, plant products or even other animal to get the energy they need.

	4. Living things grow
[image: http://upsidedownplants.com/myPictures/grdnbeangrwngnrmalilustration.jpg][image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT4w1ySV4Je75qJcPEmQvo2NfXPdbvfHcdN1dqGVZDysG9MKfhS][image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT4w1ySV4Je75qJcPEmQvo2NfXPdbvfHcdN1dqGVZDysG9MKfhS]
	Even single-celled organisms grow. When first formed by cell division, they are small, and must grow and develop into mature cells. 

	[image: http://teacher.scholastic.com/dirtrep/animal/img/articfox.gif]5.  Living things can adapt to their environment

	Living things are constantly adapting to meet the challenges of their environment.  Through adaptation, organisms have been able to develop valuable traits that allow them to survive while others die.

	6. Living things reproduce
[image: http://www.tulane.edu/~wiser/protozoology/notes/images/ciliate.gif]
	Since all cells come from existing cells, they must have some way of reproducing, whether that involves asexual or sexual.

	[image: http://community.nursingspectrum.com/MagazineArticles/images/11971-1.jpg]7.Living things respond to their surroundings

	Being able to respond to danger, and to locate food are two obvious examples of this.  Living things also maintain balance inside their body in a process called homeostasis. (Example: the ability of humans to maintain a constant body temperature even though the outside temperature is ever changing.

	8.  Living things have the ability to move
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_zpE9qNvToV8/Si5PM45sYFI/AAAAAAAAAeQ/pw2zduR4Bko/s400/chase_is_on_lrg.jpg]
	Many organisms depend on the ability to move to capture food and to escape from danger.  While some organisms move quite quickly, plants’ movements are so slow they are difficult to see.
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