
Winter Camping Site Selection  
 

 Where should you set up? Either on snow or on bare ground that supports little or no plant 
growth. Camping on snow reduces your environmental impact to nearly zero—very appealing. 
Just be mindful of animal tracks; try to avoid disrupting a path that might serve as a lifeline for 
the resident wildlife. If the only bare ground you can find harbors plant life that would suffer 
from your trampling, camp on snow.  
 

 Camp higher rather than lower. Cold air really sinks in winter.  Avoid valleys if possible.  

 
 Calculate where the sun might arrive first in the morning. Position your tent so you 

won't be sitting in the shadow of some peak while a spot a hundred yards away will 
receive full-throttle sunshine an hour earlier.  
 
 

 Consider the wind. Examine the surface of the snow where you might 
camp. Has it been shaped by wind? Does it have a frosty, brittle texture 
while other spots in the area are soft? These signs indicate harsh wind 
patterns. It's best to look elsewhere for a site.  
 

 Scan the area around your potential campsite, particularly above it, for signs of past avalanche activity. 
Can you spot a section of trees that was mowed down by a past avalanche? Any piles of avalanche 
debris in the area below you? See any snow-collection basins or steeply pitched couloirs looming high 
above you? If so, make tracks to a less-threatening area. 

 

 

Other questions that you must ask yourself… 

 

1. Is the site close to a water source? 
2. Is your campsite safe from hazards such as rock falls, flash floods, high tide or avalanches? 
3. Is the surface free of stones, broken branches, and roots? 
4. Is your campsite situated on compacted ground? 
5. Is the campsite fairly level? 
6. Is the campsite set off from hiking trails and game trails? 
7. Is the campsite private and quiet? 
8. Is your campsite 200 ft away from a water source? 
9. How hard is the wind blowing? 
10. What’s on the ground? 

 


